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The federal stimulus is bad. it's
an unconscionable expansion of gov-
ernment, an irresponsible burden out
children and grandchildren will be
required to pay.

S50 says U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson, the
Springdaie Republican who called
President Obama a liar while the
president was speaking to a joint ses-
sion of Congress.

The federal stimulus is good, It's
an appropriate response to an eco-
nomic conflagration stoked by for-
mer President George W. Bush while
Wilson and his Republican pals
rubbed their hands and watched.

So says U.S, Rep. Jim Clyburn,
the Columbia Democrat whose job is
to pull together votes for his party's
proposals.

Two seasoned legislators from
neighboring congressional districts,

__ < PLAN BENEFITED
SOUTH CAROLINA?

Wilson says NO, Clyburn
says YES as debate rages

each highly regarded in his own
garty. And, last week, a year after the

787 billion federal stimulus was
passed by Congress and signed into
law by the president, both men were
teling Midlands audiences what they
thought of the plan.

It’s bad, Wilson said

No, it's good, Clyburn countered

Your momma wears Army boots
— OK, neither man went there,

But constituents could be forgiven
if they are confused about the evils
o1 wisdom of the federal stimulus

Only they aren’t

Most polis have ‘shown people
don't like the federal stimuius pro-
gram, finding it stimulates little but
public disdain for politicians, in gen-
eral, and congressional politicians, in
particular,

A CNN poll released last month
showed that 56 percent of Americans
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isapprye of the stimulus plan;

- Lt yeat, however — in Margh

"2009, not long after the plan’s pas-
sage — CNN polling found 54 per-
cent approved of the plan,

Why the change in attitude?

Perhaps it is because — as a
Winthrop University poll in No-
vembet found — about 5% pércent
of Seutherners think the stimulus
has had no effect or has made the
€COnCIMY Worse

‘WE DIDN'T LOSE THE
NATION’S ECONOMY’

when it comes to the stimulus?

not havé been a good thing.”

has happened

The president signed the stimu-
lus plan into law in February 2008,
at the height of what is widely re-
garded as the country’s worst aco-
nemic crisis since the Great De-
pression,

Big banks and investment firms
were going belly up. Stocks were
plummeting, taking the value of
401(k) plans and other investment
portfolios with them, '

The nation’s unemployment rate
stood at 8 2 percent. South Car-
olina’s unemployment rate was at
109 percent,

From September 2008 through
February 2009, the country lost an
average of 633,000 jobs a month,
according to figures from the US.
Bureau of Labor Statistics

From September 2009 through
January, the nation’s monthly job
losses had dropped to an average
of 111,000,

- In other words, the country’s job
losses were a gusher before the
stimulus passed And, in recent

Have Clj/bum and the Democ-
rats lost the public relations battle

T don't know that we did,”
Clyburn said last week during a
meeting with reporters. “1 know
what we didn’t do: We didn't lose
the nation’s economy. That would

Obama and his Democratic al-
lies claimed the stimulus plan would
save some jobs, creati others and
stop the nation’s economic freefall,

Whether or not it can all be tied
to the stimulus plan, some of that

months, with businesses, state and
local governments using billions in
stimulus money, that gusher has
slowed

" The stock market also has sta-
bilized Banks, profitable again, are
back to doling out gigantic bomises

‘Unemployment rates, however,
have not come down.

In January, the nation’s unem-
ployment rate was 9.7 percent.
South Carolina’s jobless rate
reached a historic high of 12.6 per-
cent in December, the most recent
month for which figures are avail-
able.

‘FAKE JOBS’ OR
‘DISHONEST”?

That painfully high jobless rate
has left the door open for Wilson
and other Republicans to bash the
stimulus plan, saying it has not
worked

Running for re-election and
pounding the stimulus at every
chance, Wilson made several stops
last week on what he calls his Joe
Means Jobs Tour. ;

One of those stops was at Pure
Power Technologies in Biythewood,
a division of Navistar Inc

Wilson told Pure Power em-
ployees, gathered in a breakroom
to hear the congressman, the stim-
uius plan actually is “a borrowing
bill, We don’t have that money "

He said stimulus backers have
created “fake” jobs and exploded
the deficit ‘ :

Two items, however, weré not
among Wilson's talking points:
B Seven months after voting against
the stimulus bill, he wrote a letter
to Tom Vilsack, secretary of the US
Department of Agriculture, plead-

ing for stimulus money for a foun-
dation in his district

m Pure Power’s parent company,
Navistar, is in line to get $37 million
in stimulus money

Wilson said he saw no conflict
in opposing the stimulus bill and
then seeking money from it. “Once
it passed, | need to get what bene-
fits [ can,”

That argument did not impress
Clyburn.

“I don’t know that there’s a con-
flict,” he said “But it’s dishonest. It's
dishonest.”

The Obama administration says
the stimulus plan created 595,263

Jobs 1rom Oct 1 through the end of
last year. Just under 11,000 of those
Jobs were created in South Carolina,

the administration says

But that is far below the goals
stated when the stimulus plan was
passed. Then, the White House said
the plan would save or create 50,000
jobs in South Carolina

Despite the jobs shortage,
Cliybum says the stimulus is work-
Ing. :
The Democrat said he has heard
from public officials who were glad
they could use stimulus money to
avoid firing staff members,

Like the president, Clybum ar-
gues the stimulus was needed to
halt the economic slide, sort of like
a medical team stabilizing a patient
before administering additional
help

ANSWER DEPENDS ON
‘POLITICAL BIAS’?

Frank Hefner, director of the Of-
fice of Economic Analysis at the Col-
lege of Charleston, uses another
medijcal analogy to describe the
stimulus plan,

- He said the stimulus’ impact on
the economy has heen like a cardi-
ology team using paddles to jolt a
patient back to life.

The only problem, Hefner said,
is this;patient, the €CoNomy, remains
seriously ill and will need more jolts
to keep it from faltering again

That means more and more
spending, more and more federal
debt, and more and more reliance
on foreign investors like the Chi-

nese, who are needed to buy U S
bonds.

“We just can't spend our way out
of this,” Hefiter said. “There are no
freebies The stimulus package is
going to have costs.” '

But don’t think Hefner’s expert
apinion is the only one or even the
prevailing one,

Who's right?

Wilson or Clyburn?

Stimulus bad, very bad?

Or stimulus good, very good?

Hefner chuclded at the thought
economists could settle that ques-
tion.

“The answer to that question is
going to depend on the political bias
of the economists,” he said
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U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson speaks to employees at Pure Power
Technologies in Blythewood on Wednesday.

FILE PHOTOGRAPH/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn greets President Barack Obama after
the president addressed  joint session of Congress in 2009,




